
AMST 428 / 1 

American Studies 428-01, #20105 

American Monsters  
Fall 2017 

California State University, Fullerton 
Mondays, 7:00-9:45 Å UH-319 

 
òDreams and beasts are two keys by which we are to find out the secrets of our nature.ó  

--Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
 òThere are terrible creatures, ghosts, in the very air of America.ó 
 --D.H. Lawrence 
 
òThe genius of Melville is that he saw that this is a country that needs a monster.ó 
 --Carlos Fuentes  
 
 òTheé monster represents many answers to the question of who must be removed from the 
community at large.ó  
 --J. Jack Halberstam 
 
òéthe monstrous is that which creates this sense of vertigo, that which calls into question ouré 
epistemological worldview, highlights its fragmentary and inadequate nature, and thereby asks usé 
to acknowledge the failures of our systems of categorization.ó 
 --Asa Mittman 
  
òIn a deeply tribal sense, we love our monsters.ó  

--E.O. Wilson 
 

òHow many freakinõ vampires am I supposed to care about these days?ó 
 --Stanley Hudson, The Office 

 
Instructor: Adam Golub, Ph.D.  
email: agolub@fullerton.edu / phone: (657) 278-5899 
Office Hours (UH-415): Mondays, 3:00-5:00, and by appointment 

 
Course Description 
 
This upper-division American Studies seminar examines the figure of the monster in American 
culture. The course provides students with an interdisciplinary framework for analyzing 
representations of monstrosity in literature, film, television, comics, folklore, art, material culture, 
performance, and other expressive forms. Monsters symbolize deviations from the ònormaló as it is 
constructed in American societyñthey are imagined others who transgress our established notions 
of nature, science, religion, ethics, race, gender, sexuality, age, nation, community, and/or the body. 
In this course, we will analyze monsters in historical and cultural context, thinking about the ways in 
which monsters resonate with broader issues, fears, and anxieties in different time periods. 
Throughout the semester, we will study how different monstersñand their meaningsñhave 
changed over time.  

Course prerequisites: AMST 201 or completion of GE section D.3 on American history, institutions, values 

mailto:agolub@fullerton.edu
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Required Texts 
 
Books 
W. Scott Poole, Monsters in America: Our Historical Obsession With the Hideous and the Haunting.  

Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2011. 
Richard Matheson, I Am Legend. New York: Tor Books, reissue 2007, orig. 1954.  
James Tynion IV, Memetic. Los Angeles: Boom Studios, 2015.  
Max Brooks, World War Z. New York: Broadway Books, 2006. 
Octavio Butler, The Fledgling, New York: Grand Central, 2007, orig. 2005. 
 
There will also be a number of assigned articles for this course, available on Titanium as web links or 
downloadable PDF files. Consult the course schedule for the list of readings.  
 
Films/TV Episodes:  
Frankenstein (dir. James Whale, 1931) 
Bride of Frankenstein (dir. James Whale, 1935) 
Dracula (dir. Tod Browning, 1931) 
Blacula (dir. William Crain, 1972) 
White Zombie (dir. Victor Halperin, 1932) 
Night of the Living Dead (dir. George Romero, 1968) 
Dawn of the Dead (dir. George Romero, 1978) 
King Kong (dir. Merian C. Cooper, 1933) 
Godzilla, King of the Monsters (dir. Ishiro Honda/Terry O. Morse, 1956) 
Them! (dir. Gordon Douglas, 1954) 
Halloween (dir. John Carpenter, 1978) 
I Was a Teenage Werewolf (dir. Gene Fowler, Jr., 1957) 
Twilight (dir. Catherine Hardwicke, 2008) 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Season 1 Episode 1, òWelcome to the Hellmouthó (dir. Charles Martin  

Smith, 1997)  
The Walking Dead, Season 1, Episode 1, òDays Gone Byó (dir. Frank Darabont) and Episode 2,  

òGutsó (dir. Michelle MacLaren) (2010) 
 
You are required to view these films in advance of our scheduled discussions [see course schedule].  
Most of them will be available via our Titanium course site for digital streaming; some will be on 
reserve in the library; or you may acquire them on your own through DVD-rental or digital 
streaming services. You will be expected to discuss these films in class and in written assignments.   

 
Student Learning Goals 
 
Å Analyze and evaluate representations of the monster in American culture, and develop an 
interpretive framework for connecting these representations to their larger cultural and historical 
context.  
 
Å Synthesize theories of monstrosity and apply to a broader understanding of the ways in which 
culture constructs, classifies, and codifies ideas about morality, gender, sexuality, the body, race, age, 
region, religion, and science. 
  




